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coin, however, took no part. How are we to explain this
contradiction? It was impossible for Lincoln to utter an
untruth, but if we may credit Gideon Welles, passim, it
was not impossible for Seward to do so and for Lincoln to
remain silent while he did so, as he remained silent while
the Cabinet were discussing the appointment of Harvey.
If Seward, at the meeting of which Trumbull wrote, in this
private letter to his wife, took the lead in the conversa-
tion, as was his habit, and said that there was no knowl-
edge of Harvey's telegram to Governor Pickens until
after Harvey had been appointed as minister, and Lincoln
said nothing to the contrary, he would naturally have
assumed that Seward spoke for both.

There is reason to believe that Seward had previously
prevailed upon the President to agree to surrender Fort
Sumter, as a means of preventing the secession of Vir-
ginia. Evidence of this fact is supplied by the following
entry in the diary of John Hay, under date October 22,
1861:

At Seward's to-night the President talked about Secession,
Compromise, and other such. He spoke of a Committee of
Southern pseudo-unionists coming to him before inauguration
for guarantees, etc. He ^promised to evacuate Sumter if they
would break up their Convention without any row9 or nonsense.
They demurred. Subsequently he renewed proposition to
Summers, but without any result. The President was most
anxious to prevent bloodshed.1

Hay here speaks of two offers made by Lincoln to evac-
uate Sumter, one before his inauguration and one after.
Both were made on condition that a certain convention
should be adjourned. This was the convention of Vir-
ginia, which had been called to consider the question of
secession. It had met in Richmond on the 13th of Febru-

1 Letters and Diaries of John Hay, i, 47.ey did not know that Harvey
